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November 4, 2017 at 6:00 pm.  

Tremont Community Center   

214 S. Sampson St. Tremont, Il. 

 

 Directions 

   From Peoria, take I-74 east onto I-55 South towards 

Lincoln. Exit I-55 at Route 9 into Tremont. Continue 

west into Tremont and turn left on S. Sampson Street. 

The Center is located in the second block on the left. 

  From Pekin, take Route 9 east towards Tremont. After 

entering town look for S. Sampson, turn right and the 

Center is located in the second block on the left.   

 Your dues are ; WAY PAST DUE if you haven’t 

paid them by now:   They’re Are Still Only $20. 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: 

Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, IL. 61611 
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Wow, it’s almost November?!?   
  Wow, are you ready for the cold weather?  This morning it was 36 degrees! 

Where did fall go?  Seems like we went from summer right into winter.  I hope 

everyone is about ready to remove the pumps from their pond or you’ve already 

done so.  But, that’s me.  I like to get things done before it gets really cold.  I 

know there are some of you diehards who will wait until the last freezing mi-

nute and that’s fine, just as long as you get the pumps out of the water.  For 

those of you who run your pond all winter, good luck, and always check your 

water levels once you start building ice formations at your waterfalls.  

  This reminder is very important so I’ll share it with you again.  Don’t forget to 

make plans to keep an opening in the ice for the gas exchange so your fish can 

make it through the winter and be there for you to enjoy next spring.  And just 

like Jeannie mentioned at our previous meeting, if your pond does freeze over, 

don’t take a hammer to the ice to open a hole.  The shockwaves produced from 

the blows of the hammer are terrible for your fish.  And, once the pond does 

freeze over, try to keep heavy amounts of snow off the ice.  This sounds crazy 

because the snow should insulate the pond from the cold.  What we are more 

concerned with is sunlight getting to the algae so that it doesn’t die and then 

starts to rot away and use up oxygen that the fish need.  

  A big thank you goes out to:  Allen, Jeannie, Jim, Rick and Todd for all the re-

pair and clean out work they completed on Marlene Carter’s pond.  Wow, what 

a project, but they did a great job and got it all done. 

   

  Ponding is always great outside fun!?!?! 

 

  

 

 

 



 3 

Hey everyone, it doesn’t seem like it’s been three years that 

I’ve been your President. It’s been a great ride.  I've had a 

lot of fun and I’ve had plenty of support along the way.  

  Allen has been our webmaster and has always sent out the 

newsletter.  Greg has always been there with a truckload of 

product for everyone to purchase.  Lisa and Letriana have 

always made sure I’ve remembered everything.  Lisa has 

kept everyone busy with door prizes and raffles.  Letriana 

has made sure that no checks were mailed out to someone 

posing as me.  Deb has taken awesome minutes of the club 

meetings.  Rick and Lisa have always been there providing 

coffee and a supply of donuts for our morning sugar rush.  

Rick is out early every meeting placing our PKPS signs out 

so everyone can find their way.  Jim and Todd have always 

been there (right down in it) with a helping hand for any of 

our projects.  And to my editor in chief who made sure eve-

rything was correct in the newsletter, (boy, that was a job 

sometimes!) my wife, Brenda. 

  Thanks everyone!  I couldn’t have done it without you. 

  I hope the time I spent on the newsletter each month has 

been an enjoyment to all of our members.  It was fun to find 

new characters.  My favorite was George who reminded us 

to bring our lawn chairs.  Thank you to all of the members. 

Although it was very trying at times, it really has been a 

great experience and a lot of fun.  

  Vince 
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 
Saturday October 14, 2017 

9:05 – 9:50 a.m. 
 

Attendance:  19 people were present. 
 
Location: Ray and Bonnie Routley’s, Peoria, IL  
 
Meeting: On a dr izzly morning, we braved the clouds and explored Ray and Bonnie’s garden, yard, and 
wonderful pond with a striking horizontal stream set-up. In the nick of time, Rick came to the rescue with the 
club tent just before we got too wet and we started the meeting in dry comfort! 
 
Ray started by describing features of his pond which started life in a small retaining wall as a little preformed 
pond. Like many of us, they wanted to enlarge their pond and hired Kullscape to build a strengthened retain-
ing wall and larger pond around 2009. It only took Kullscape 2 days to complete. The pond volume is cur-
rently around 2200 gallons and he uses a 2000 gal/hr pump. Over winter, Ray uses a pond heater, airstone, 
and netting. He leaves his plants in the pond all year long. 
 
Our featured speaker was our own Larry Zehr. He shared his well-worn, and obviously well-studied book 
‘The Manual to Nishikigoi’ by Takeo Kurold. The book provided good illustrations of the many types of koi 
Larry discussed since they clearly presented distinguishing features of the different koi types, such as Sanke, 
Showa, Yamabuki ogon, Bekko, Mitsuba, and Tancho. Larry told us the oldest living koi was 226 years old 
and was born before the Declaration of Independence. The largest koi was 66 inches long and weighed 99 
pounds. Someone asked about distinguishing males from females and Larry said that males grow slower than 
females and tend to have more streamlined, straight bodies all the way from nose to tail than do the females, 
which are wider in general with larger bellies. He passed around pictures from Koi USA magazine and we 
tried to guess the males and females. Sometimes, it was difficult to determine! He told us the origin of the 
name of our fancy carp with barbels. In 300 BC, Confucius’ son was given a fish, which he named “Koi” and 
the name stuck as the descriptor of the species from then on. Larry is very successful at breeding and raising 
koi. He has purchased some from as far away as California and even Japan. Larry feeds a high quality food 
which he imports from Japan and recommends removing any uneaten food within 5 minutes so it doesn’t cre-
ate an algae problem. He outlined some of his koi rearing practices. He says koi spawn once a year in the 
spring, depending on the temperature (>60°F). He puts egg mats all over the shallow ledges of his ponds 
where the spawning typically occurs. He has even drained down the water in the ponds to facilitate spawning. 
Once the eggs are deposited, he removes the mats to another pond that has been low-dose disinfected to pre-
vent loss from fungal growth. The eggs will hatch within about 3 to 5 days if the weather is warm. Breeder 
fish can reproduce for a long time. He has one male that is 20 years old and still breeding. He does not sepa-
rate out breeding males and females to control for genetics, but he does do culling since lots of the fry revert 
back to black, indistinguishable carp without the colorful koi patterns that are more prized. Rick said he has a 
powerful pump in a smaller pond so lots of eggs probably get sucked into the skimmer box. Larry recom-
mends putting some fine netting in front of the skimmer when spawning occurs so the eggs don’t get filtered 
out of the pond. Larry invited us to stop by and see his koi operation at 408 Wagner St. in Washington, IL 
whenever we are in the area. 
 
Elections were held for PKPS board member offices. Those in attendance voted to retain the current office 
holders for the positions of vice-president, treasurer, and secretary (Lisa Carter, Letriana Cantrell, and Deb 
Palmquist, respectively). Jeannie Clarke was unanimously voted in for the position of PKPS president. 
 
Our banquet is on Saturday, November 4, at the Tremont Community Center. Hope to see everyone there! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Deb Palmquist, Secretary 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
For the Month 

 of November and December 

 Don Brubaker Todd Bong      

Cheryl Ivey Marilyn Roley 

   Tom Williamson                                                                 
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  Board Meetings              Club Meetings                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                            

 

 

November 18th Bong’s Residence  November 4th Banquet 

                                                                        Tremont Community Cntr. 

 

 

                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   



   

 

Vincent Smith 

President/Editor 

924 W. Ridgemont Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-682-1422 

E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jeannie Clarke                                 
309-691-6721 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

217-358-2665 

             Officers 

Vincent Smith   President/

Editor 

309-682-1422 

309-712-7309 

 

Lisa Carter  Vice President 

309-694-9801 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Treasurer  

309-645-7163 

 

Debra Palmquist  

Secretary 

309-696-7114 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell  

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Todd Bong    

309-256-9582 

 

Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 

 

Chairpersons 

Lisa Carter 

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special 

Events                                    

309-694-9001 


